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Goals One and Three target the demand reduction
portion of the Strategy.  Goal Two is a hybrid 
in that it contains some objectives targeting

demand reduction and others targeting supply reduction.
Goals One, Two, and Three together constitute the entire
demand reduction effort.  The key impact target in the
Strategy for demand reduction pinpoints overall drug use
in the United States:  

• Overall Drug Use Impact Target: Reduce illegal drug
use (as compared to the base year of 1996) by 25 percent
by 2002, and 50 percent by 2007.

Using NHSDA as the source, we cannot report any
progress between 1996 and 1998 in reducing overall drug
use (reference Figure 15).  

• Marijuana use (past month) was 5.0 percent in 1998.
This is statistically unchanged from its 1996 level of 4.7
percent. 

• Cocaine use (past month) remained stable between
1996 and 1998 at 0.8 percent. 

• Heroin use (past month), at 0.1 percent in 1998, is 
statistically unchanged since 1994.12

To reduce overall drug use in the U.S., drug treatment
must be provided to the more than four million addicts who
consume the majority of the illicit drugs available for con-
sumption and commit a disproportionate amount of crimes.
Goal Three emphasizes the need to reduce health and social
costs of drug use and establishes three desired endstates. 

• Chronic Users Impact Target: Reduce the number of
chronic users (as compared to the base year of 1996) by 20
percent by 2002, and 50 percent by 2007.

• Workplace Impact Target: Reduce drug use in the work-
place (as compared to the base year of 1996) by 25 percent
by 2002, and 50 percent by 2007.

• Health and Social Cost Impact Target: Reduce health
and social costs of drug use as expressed in constant dollars
(as compared to the 1996 base year) by 10 percent by
2002, and 25 percent by 2007.

Progress toward the 2002 desired end state for the size
of the chronic user population is mixed (Figure 16).
ONDCP estimates that the number of cocaine addicts
declined but that the number of heroin addicts increased
between 1996 and 1998.13
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Figure 15
The percent of household population currently using an illicit drug remains unchanged since 1996
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